74           English Printing

In the same year (1572) Day printed at the Arch-
bishop's private press at Lambeth his great work
De Antiquitate Britannicae Ecclesiae in folio, in a
new fount of italic, with preface in Roman, and the
titles and sub-titles in the larger italic of the Cosmo-
graphicatt Glasse. It was a special feature of Day's
letter-founding that he cut the Roman and italic
letters to the same size. Before his time there was
no uniformity; the separate founts mixed badly,
and spoilt the appearance of many books that
would otherwise have been well printed.

The De Antiquitate is believed to have been the
first book printed at a private press in England.
The issue was limited to fifty copies, and the ma-
jority of them .were in the Archbishop's possession
at the time of his death.

But while he encouraged printing in one direction,
Matthew Parker rigorously persecuted it in another.
Just at this time there was much division among
Protestants on matters of doctrine and ceremonial,
and Thomas Cartwright published, in 1572, a book
entitled A Second Admonition to the Parliament, in
which he defended those who had been imprisoned
for airing their opinions in the first Admonition.
This book, like many others of the time, was printed
secretly, and strenuous search was made by the
wardens of the Stationers' Company, Day being
one, to discover the hidden press. The search was
successful, but unpleasant consequences followed
for John Day. One of the printers of the pro-